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carried beyond the village limits. The villagers of the
adjacent villages in their turn carry the karagam to the
border of the next village, and in this way the karagam
traverses many miles of country,and the baleful influence
of the goddess is transferred to a safe distance."1
At another village I found that Kaliamma was
represented by seven brass pots, without any water
in them, one above the other, with margosa leaves
stuck into the mouth of the topmost pot, as well as by
an earthenware pot filled with water and also adorned
with margosa leaves. It is possible that the seven
brass pots represent seven sisters, or the seven virgins
sometimes found in Tamil shrines. The people them-
selves have no idea what they mean, but can only
say that it is Mamtfl, i.e. custom.
At Mysore City, in the Canarese country, I found,
as stated above,2 that the goddess was represented by
a small metal pot full of water with a small mirror
leaning against it. In the mouth of the pot two, four,
or sis betel3 leaves are placed, always an even number,
and the pot is decorated with a bunch of cocoanut
flowers. The pot is called Kunna-Kannadi, eye-mirror,
or Kalsa, and is used, I was told, as a symbol of deity
in the preliminary ceremonies of all the Brahmans. It
is evidently connected with sun-worship, which in
Mysore seems to have strongly influenced the cult of
the village deities.
Another curious symbol much used in Mysore is
called aratt.* It consists of a lamp made of rice flour
about six or eight inches high, with the image of a face
1 Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Society, Jan., 1920, p, 108.
1 P. 29.
1 Betel is a pepper plant, the leaf of which is wrapped round
the nut of the areca palm and eaten by Indians as a digestive.
4 The waving of a lamp in front of an image of a god is an
orthodox Hindu custom. It is also frequently observed in the
case of kings and other great personages. The object is to ward
off the evil eye and other harmful influences. It is performed
only by married women or nautch-girls. Tfce name of the lamp
and of the act of waving is Sraif. See Dubois, Hindu Manners
and Customs t p. 148. Hence the symbol described in the text.